Introduction
Every truth has two sides; it is as well to look at both,
before we commit ourselves to either.~ Aesop

Even before the election date has formally been announced, the rhetoric from both major parties is
whittling the complexity of our current condition to a simple set of key issues. Our attention is being
focused on the economy, climate, defence, and the cost of living. These are all very pressing
concerns, and would benefit from honest information and full, frank conversations. Although we
know in politics, open discussions are hard to come by. It is largely a fear-driven profession that has
mastered the art of distraction and deception.

We also know that the issues the candidates are highlighting are only those in which they can claim
past success or for which they have already earmarked repentant funding. The plethora of real-life
concerns that citizens still struggle with daily are lost in the noise and lights of the big-boy power
plays. Likewise, the actions taken over the past nine years are usually drowned out by the song and
dance of the last few weeks of term.

The Government Scorecard (The Scorecard) has been created to bring some balance back to the
picture of Australia being portrayed by our politicians in campaign mode. It exists to allow voters to
be fully informed about the achievements and failures of the current government, and to determine
for themselves whether they align with the obvious priorities these results represent. It is true that
there is only so much time and money to go around, and so difficult choices must be made about
winners and losers in the political game. This document allows you to question for yourself whether
you are comfortable with the winners and losers chosen by the liberal government during their nine
years in office.

The Scorecard shows the outcomes of the values employed by the Coalition Government since 2013
and enables you to decide whether these align to your own beliefs about what is critical for our
country.

While this report presents a set of indicators to judge the success of the current government, it does
not and nor cannot contain every single statistic of value in determining the state of the nation and
the health of the communities within it. Nevertheless, every single fact contained in here is
important. They are all important, because each number represents the quality of a person’s life.

The measures covered in the report have been chosen to create a broad and holistic picture of policy
outcomes over the last decade. They have been inspired by two key frameworks, being the Gross
National Happiness Index and the Balanced Scorecard.
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Measures have been grouped into six categories which present performance in the areas of:
1. Community safety and vitality
2. Individual health and wellbeing
3. Income, wealth and working life
4. Educational outcomes
5. Governance integrity and accountability
6. The economy

The economy is intentionally placed last in this series as it the area that you will already hear most
about during the election. Note that these measures also provide trends since 2013 to identify
progress in each area. Where data is not available, suggestions have been made for indicators that
could be of value in the future.

This section of the report covers the second success area for the Community category being

C3. Children are protected and nurtured

Feedback on the data contained in this report is welcome and greatly appreciated. If you would like
to provide comment, further analysis, or would like to suggest any additional measures please send a
message to contact@3rd-edge.com.
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C3. Children are Protected and Nurtured
We must protect families, we must protect
children, who have inalienable rights and should be
loved, should be taken care of physically and
mentally, and should not be brought into the world
only to suffer. ~ Indira Gandhi

Vision of Community Thriving
C3. Children would be nurtured and
protected from harm

Key Performance Indicators*
• Infant mortality
•

Death through injury

•

Rate of child sexual assault

•

Rate of violence against children

•

Rate of youth detention

•

Child protection substantiations

•

Self-harm

•

Suicide

•

Homelessness

•

Poverty

•

Mental illness

•

Subjective wellbeing

*Some of these indicators overlap with C2 - Violence
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3.1 Infant mortality
The data available on infant mortality shows the death rate for infants (less than one year old)
declining consistently from 2013.

3.2 Death Through Injury
There has been an uptick in injury deaths for boys in the latest reported period, but the child deaths
through injury overall has continued a downward trend during the Coalition term.
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3.3. Child Sexual Assault
Since 2013 there has been an increase in sexual assaults on girls and only a very slight reduction in
rates of sexual assaults on boys. Overall, the rates of sexual assault against children do not appear to
have improved at all under the Coalition.

Australia's children, Children and crime - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (aihw.gov.au)

3.4 Other Assault
Despite an initial decrease in children’s hospitalisations from assault, the last few years on report
have seen an escalation in injuries that have ended up hospital.
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However, as outlined by the World Health Organisation in their report Injuries and Violence the
Facts, these figures only represent the top two layers of the injury pyramid. There is a whole set of
injuries that are not reported because they are treated in primary health care facilities, such as GP
clinics, are treated outside the health system, or are not treated at all. It is extremely likely then that
injury to children from assault is higher than that reported above.

The only state that has seen any significant improvement in assaults on children during the Coalition
term has been the Northern Territory. However the rate is incredibly high, and improvement has only
been marginal since 2013.
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3.5 Youth Detention
While there was been a slight decrease in the number of sentenced youth in detention between
2015 and 2019, there was a sharp escalation in unsentenced young people in detention. The rate of
Indigenous youth in detention has fluctuated, but the trend was relatively stable during 2015-2019.
However there has been a slight increase in non-indigenous youth in detention in this same time
period.

National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2019, Summary - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
(aihw.gov.au)

3.6 Child Protection Substantiations
Child protection substantiations represent the conclusion of an investigation process, and the
determination that there was reasonable cause to believe that a child had been, was being, or was
likely to be, abused, neglected or otherwise harmed. There was a slight increase in child protection
substantiations in the first three years of the Coalition government.
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It should also be noted that
•

Emotional abuse (54%) was the most common type of abuse or neglect substantiated
through investigations in 2019–20. This was followed by neglect (22%), physical abuse (14%),
and sexual abuse (9%).

•

‘Between 2017 and 2020, the number of children in out-of-home care rose by 7% from
43,100 to 46,000. This represents a consistent rate of around 8 per 1,000 children.

•

Most of the children in out-of-home care (67%) had been continuously in out-of-home care
for 2 years or more and the same number had repeated experiences with the child
protection system.

While the rate of non-indigenous children on care and protection orders remained steady between
2016 and 2020, there was a significant and steady increase in the rate for indigenous children over
this time.
Child protection Australia 2019–20, Summary - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
(aihw.gov.au)
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3.7 Self-Harm
Since 2013 there has been a marked increase in self harm across all youth age groups, but most
extreme for those 15 to 19 years.

3.8 Suicide
There has also been an alarming escalation in the rate of suicide amongst 18-24 year olds since 2013.
There have been some fluctuations in other age groups, however the overall rate for 15-17 years and
14 years and below has remained similar between 2013 and 2020.
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3.9 Mental Illness
It has been reported by Unicef that Australians aged 15-19 years have experienced increasing rates
of probable mental illness since 2012.

3.10 Homelessness
The number of children aged 0–14 living in homeless situations increased slightly from
19,100 in 2006 to 19,400 in 2016, although this represents a stable proportion of the
population, being between 2006 (0.5%) and 2016 (0.4%).
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3.11 Poverty
Despite a small dip in 2015-16, as reported by Unicef, there has been an increase in children living in
poverty in Australia.

3.12 Subjective Wellbeing
Overall, less children have rated themselves as happy or very happy between 2016-2020. Since the
first scores in 2012, there has been a reduction of 12% in the amount of happy youth in our nation.
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Summary
Over the term of the Coalition government, there has been a decline in performance in all but two
indicators, being infant mortality and death by injury.

Key Performance indicator
C3. Children would be
nurtured and protected
from harm

Infant mortality

Child injury
Rate of child sexual assault
Rate of violence against
children
Rate of youth detention

Child protection
substantiations
Self-harm

Youth suicide

Mental Illness

Homelessness

Poverty

Subjective wellbeing

Overall performance 2013-2022*














* Some results are not available up until 2022, and so are assessed on the last reporting date.
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Winners and Losers
Other aspects of children’s wellbeing such as education and health will be covered in greater detail in
the Health section of this report. However, based on the analysis presented here, it does appear that
many children have not been given the support they have needed to thrive. Structural and
embedded challenges are forcing increased numbers of children into poverty, protection, self-harm,
and suicide. The evidence also shows deteriorating rates of mental health and happiness.

The picture is worse still if you are an Indigenous child, with the extent of harm being imposed upon
them multiplied disproportionately.

It must be acknowledged that many lives have been saved due to improvements in infant mortality
and child injury prevention. However, there are many whose lives have become worse over the last
nine years, so much so that they were compelled to commit suicide. This is a national disgrace.

On this basis, I must declare children in general losers from the last nine years of a Coalition
government. I would also add the NFP and charities that support them to the list of losers, for they
are valiantly striving to increase services to address the challenges, with very little government
support.

Unfortunately these results show that the Coalition has neglected the children the same way as it has
the environment. And yet, as John F. Kennedy says, children are the most valuable resource.

Children are the world's most valuable
resource and its best hope for the future. ~
John F. Kennedy
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Other Indicators Available In This Series
In the community category, the additional performance indicators will be published.
Vision of Community Thriving

Key Performance Indicator(s)

C1. Australians in stable and affordable
housing

C2. People free from violence in their
homes and in their neighbourhoods

C3. Children would be nurtured and
protected from harm

C4. Neighbours would know and support
each other
C5. Everyone would have food and water
security
C6. All citizens and visitors would feel
welcome regardless of gender, race or
religion.
C7. A high level of engagement in civic life
C8. Active participation in helping the less
fortunate for example, through donations
and volunteering
C9. Support provided for other countries
and communities in trouble
C10. Care shown for our planet
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•

Home ownership
Housing affordability
Public housing waiting list
Homelessness
Crime rate
o Homicide
o Sexual assault
o Other assault
o Robbery
Rate of domestic violence
Violence against children
Levels of incarceration
Mortality
Rate of child sexual assault
Rate of violence against children
Rate of youth detention
Child protection substantiations
Self-harm
Suicide
Homelessness
Poverty
Mental illness
Subjective wellbeing
Knowing your neighbours
Rate of social support
Food security
Water security
Feeling part of the local community
Migration rates
Asylum seeker detention
Experienced discrimination
Civic engagement
Volunteering - unpaid voluntary work
Donation rates

•

Foreign aid spending

•
•
•
•
•

Land clearing
Carbon emissions
Uptake of renewable energy
Animal extinctions
Citizen faith that the climate crisis is being
taken seriously

Government Scorecard 2013-2022 - C3 Children

Page 15 of 15

