Introduction
Every truth has two sides; it is as well to look at both,
before we commit ourselves to either.~ Aesop

Even before the election date has formally been announced, the rhetoric from both major parties is
whittling the complexity of our current condition to a simple set of key issues. Our attention is being
focused on the economy, climate, defence, and the cost of living. These are all very pressing
concerns, and would benefit from honest information and full, frank conversations. Although we
know in politics, open discussions are hard to come by. It is largely a fear-driven profession that has
mastered the art of distraction and deception.

We also know that the issues the candidates are highlighting are only those in which they can claim
past success or for which they have already earmarked repentant funding. The plethora of real-life
concerns that citizens still struggle with daily are lost in the noise and lights of the big-boy power
plays. Likewise, the actions taken over the past nine years are usually drowned out by the song and
dance of the last few weeks of term.

The Government Scorecard (The Scorecard) has been created to bring some balance back to the
picture of Australia being portrayed by our politicians in campaign mode. It exists to allow voters to
be fully informed about the achievements and failures of the current government, and to determine
for themselves whether they align with the obvious priorities these results represent. It is true that
there is only so much time and money to go around, and so difficult choices must be made about
winners and losers in the political game. This document allows you to question for yourself whether
you are comfortable with the winners and losers chosen by the liberal government during their nine
years in office.

The Scorecard shows the outcomes of the values employed by the Coalition Government since 2013
and enables you to decide whether these align to your own beliefs about what is critical for our
country.

While this report presents a set of indicators to judge the success of the current government, it does
not and nor cannot contain every single statistic of value in determining the state of the nation and
the health of the communities within it. Nevertheless, every single fact contained in here is
important. They are all important, because each number represents the quality of a person’s life.

The measures covered in the report have been chosen to create a broad and holistic picture of policy
outcomes over the last decade. They have been inspired by two key frameworks, being the Gross
National Happiness Index and the Balanced Scorecard.
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Measures have been grouped into six categories which present performance in the areas of:
1. Community safety and vitality
2. Individual health and wellbeing
3. Income, wealth and working life
4. Educational outcomes
5. Governance integrity and accountability
6. The economy

The economy is intentionally placed last in this series as it the area that you will already hear most
about during the election. Note that these measures also provide trends since 2013 to identify
progress in each area. Where data is not available, suggestions have been made for indicators that
could be of value in the future.

This section of the report covers the second success area for the Community category being

C2. Freedom from violence

Feedback on the data contained in this report is welcome and greatly appreciated. If you would like
to provide comment, further analysis, or would like to suggest any additional measures please send a
message to contact@3rd-edge.com.
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C2. Freedom From Violence
“Frankly, our present worldview and the institutions based
on that worldview take violence as a norm, and shifting
that basis could lead to a leap forward in cultural
evolution.”
~ Michael N. Nagler

Vision of Community Thriving
C2. People are free from violence in their
homes and in their neighbourhoods

Key Performance Indicator(s)
• Crime rate
•

Rate of domestic violence

•

Violence against children

•

Levels of incarceration

2.1 Crime Rate
In this section we will look at the trends occurring in the rates of the following crimes which
represent violence imposed upon another:
•

Homicide

•

Sexual assault

•

Other assault

•

Robbery

Homicide
There has been a general decline in homicide rates from 1989-90. The two most recent reporting
years 2018-19 and 2019 has seen increases which have lifted the homicide rates well above those
inherited by the Coalition in 2013.
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The increases in homicides have occurred across all classifications - domestic, acquaintance and
strangers.
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Sexual Assault
Since 2013 there has been a continued increase in the rate of sexual assault against women. During
this time there has also been a slight increase in assaults against men.

Other Assault
The first few years of the Coalition government saw a sharp increase in hospitalised assault injuries
for both men and women. In the most recent reporting years there seems to be a steadying of
growth for women and a slight decrease for men.
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Robbery
There has also been a sharp increase in robberies recorded between 2015 and 2019.
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2.2 Domestic Violence
It is difficult to extract data from the Personal Safety Survey, with only summaries made readily
available. However, the data does show that:
•

Partner violence remained relatively stable between 2005 and 2016.

•

Since 2012, there has been an increase in the proportion of women who experienced sexual
violence, from 1.2% in 2012 to 1.8% in 2016

•

There has been an increase in domestic homicide between 2017 and 2020.

2.3 Violence Against Children
Children represent some of the most vulnerable in our society. Let’s see how the government has
gone in protecting them during the last nine years.

Sexual Assault
This would have to be one of the saddest statistics I have seen. Since 2013 there has been an
increase in sexual assaults on girls and only a very slight reduction in rates of sexual assaults on boys.
Overall, the rates of sexual assault against children do not appear to have improved at all under the
Coalition.

Australia's children, Children and crime - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (aihw.gov.au)
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Other Assault

The only state that has seen any significant improvement in assaults on children during the Coalition
term has been the Northern Territory. However the rate is incredibly high, and improvement has only
been marginal since 2013.
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2.4 Levels of Incarceration
Not only did the economy bounce back from Covid, so did the rate of incarceration. As shown in the
following graph, while the number of sentenced prisoners has remained relatively stable over the
past five years, there has been a gradual increase in unsentenced prisoners.

Number of Prisoners

Indigenous Incarceration
In 2020, 4.7% of Indigenous men were incarcerated, compared with 0.4% of all men. For the
population as a whole, those numbers are 2.6% of Indigenous people, and 0.2% of all people. This
means that indigenous people are more than 13 times more likely to be in prison than nonindigenous.
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Black Lives Matter – Australia’s statistics – Actuarial Eye

Deaths In Custody
The graph below shows that the rate of non-indigenous deaths in custody has been consistently
higher than indigenous deaths since 2013.

The 3rd Edge

Government Scorecard 2013-2022 - C2 Violence

Page 11 of 16

However, this graph only represents each as a proportion of all prisoners. When you take into
consideration that only 2.8% of Australians were classified as Indigenous (2016 Census), with an
average rate of death being 15% for Indigenous prisoners, this means that Indigenous people are five
time more likely to die in custody than the average Australian.

Youth Detention
While there was been a slight decrease in the number of sentenced youth in detention between
2015 and 2019, there was a sharp escalation in unsentenced young people in detention. The rate of
Indigenous youth in detention has fluctuated, but the trend was relatively stable during 2015-2019.
However there has been a slight increase in non-indigenous youth in detention in this same time
period.

Drug Arrests
In 2020, 82% of detainees tested positive to at least one drug. The following graph shows that those
arrested who were under the influence of methamphetamine has continued to grow since 2013,
and there has been very little improvement in the number of detainees impacted by opioids or
benzodiazepines.
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Welcome to the Australian Institute of Criminology | Australian Institute of Criminology (aic.gov.au)

There has been continued growth in arrests for illicit drug use. The following graph shows that drug
users have continued to be arrested increasing numbers each year. It appears that arresting users
does not appear to be working as a drug reduction strategy.
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The increase in arrests does not appear to have encouraged a decrease use of illicit drugs during this
time. The National Drug Household Strategy Survey (2019) showed growth in consumption of all but
opioids and emerging psychoactive substances during this time.

National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2019, Summary - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
(aihw.gov.au)
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Summary
It appears from the statistics presented in the previous sections, the only are in which the Coalition
has performed consistently well over the last nine years is increasing the number of people in
prisons.

Key Performance indicator

Overall performance 2013-2022*

Crime
Homicide

Sexual Assault

Other Assault

Robbery

Rate of domestic violence

Violence against children

Levels of incarceration









* Some results are not available up until 2022, and so are assessed on the last reporting date.
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1.7 Winners and Losers
When it comes to violence, there are never any winners. Everyone loses. But based on the
performance record outlined above, here are those who have gained over the last nine years and
those who have suffered from decreased safety in their homes and neighbourhoods.

Winners
Losers

Organisations profiting from the prison system.
Lawyers persecuting and defending those undertaking violent crime.
Victims of violent crime - who have sadly increased in number in recent years
Women - who have experienced increased domestic homicide, sexual assault
and injury from assault
Children - who have seen no improvement in their rates of sexual assault and
are experiencing growing levels of assault
Those already suffering from drug addiction - who are likely to be arrested
Unsentenced youth - who are increasingly being held in youth detention
Indigenous Australians - who are both more likely to be incarcerated and to
die in custody.

There can be no better conclusion to this section, then the following statement by Albert Einstein.

Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more complex,
and more violent. It takes a touch of genius - and a lot of
courage - to move in the opposite direction ~ Albert
Einstein
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