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Introduction 
 

Every truth has two sides; it is as well to look at both, 

before we commit ourselves to either.~ Aesop 

 

Even before the election date has formally been announced, the rhetoric from both major parties is 

whittling the complexity of our current condition to a simple set of key issues.  Our attention is being 

focused on the economy, climate, defence, and the cost of living.  These are all very pressing 

concerns, and would benefit from honest information and full, frank conversations. Although we 

know in politics, open discussions are hard to come by.  It is largely a fear-driven profession that has 

mastered the art of distraction and deception. 

 

We also know that the issues the candidates are highlighting are only those in which they can claim 

past success or for which they have already earmarked repentant funding.  The plethora of real-life 

concerns that citizens still struggle with daily are lost in the noise and lights of the big-boy power 

plays. Likewise, the actions taken over the past nine years are usually drowned out by the song and 

dance of the last few weeks of term. 

 

The Government Scorecard (The Scorecard) has been created to bring some balance back to the 

picture of Australia being portrayed by our politicians in campaign mode.  It exists to allow voters to 

be fully informed about the achievements and failures of the current government, and to determine 

for themselves whether they align with the obvious priorities these results represent. It is true that 

there is only so much time and money to go around, and so difficult choices must be made about 

winners and losers in the political game.  This document allows you to question for yourself whether 

you are comfortable with the winners and losers chosen by the liberal government during their nine 

years in office. 

 

The Scorecard shows the outcomes of the values employed by the Coalition Government since 2013 

and enables you to decide whether these align to your own beliefs about what is critical for our 

country. 

 

While this report presents a set of indicators to judge the success of the current government, it does 

not and nor cannot contain every single statistic of value in determining the state of the nation and 

the health of the communities within in. Nevertheless, every single fact contained in here is 

important. They are all important, because each number represents the quality of a person’s life. 

 

The measures covered in the report have been chosen to create a broad and holistic picture of policy 

outcomes over the last decade.  They have been inspired by two key frameworks, being the Gross 

National Happiness Indexi and the Balanced Scorecardii.  
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Measures have been grouped into six categories which present performance in the areas of: 

1. Community safety and vitality 

2. Individual health and wellbeing 

3. Income, wealth and working life 

4. Educational outcomes 

5. Governance integrity and accountability 

6. The economy 

 

The economy is intentionally placed last in this series as it the area that you will already hear most 

about during the election. Note that these measures also provide trends since 2013 to identify 

progress in each area. Where data is not available, suggestions have been made for indicators that 

could be of value in the future.  

 

This section of the report covers the first success area for the Community category being  

C1. Australians in stable and affordable housing   

 

Feedback on the data contained in this report is welcome and greatly appreciated.  If you would like 

to provide comment, further analysis, or would like to suggest any additional measures please send a 

message to contact@3rd-edge.com. 
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C1. Australians In Stable and Affordable Housing 
 

 

“We can start with housing, the sturdiest of footholds for economic 

mobility. A national affordable housing program would be an anti-

poverty effort, human capital investment, community improvement 

plan, and public health initiative all rolled into one.” 

 ~ Matthew Desmond 

 

Let’s begin The Government Scorecard with housing, for as Matthew Desmond says, it is the sturdiest 

of footholds for all other areas public policy. 

 

Vision of Community Thriving Key Performance Indicator(s) 

C1. Australians in stable and affordable 

housing   

• Home ownership  

• Housing affordability 

• Public housing waiting list 

• Homelessness 

 

1.1 Home ownership 
 

Home ownership statistics are not current as they rely on census data which is only gathered every 

five years. The latest census was undertaken in 2021, with the results to be released from June 2022.  

Based on the most recent census data, under the Coalition government, the rate of home ownership 

continued to fall for all age groups except for those 65+. 
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The average residential property prices as a multiple of average household disposable income has 

also continued to escalate over the last nine years.  

 

 

The sorry saga of housing affordability and ownership (firstlinks.com.au) 

 

 

The higher proportion of property price to income has resulted in escalating levels of mortgage stress 

since 2017. The 32.7% figure represents 1.1 million households across the country that were 

under mortgage stress in 2019. At this time it was estimated that 83,000 households were in 

default, despite the lower interest rates and government incentives to discount mortgages. 

 

https://www.firstlinks.com.au/sorry-saga-housing-affordability-home-ownership
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Source: DFA 

1.1 million households under mortgage stress: DFA (savings.com.au) 

 

And despite success with HomeBuilder making housing more affordable for a short time last year, 

housing affordability has now slumped below the rate inherited by the government in 2013. 

 

  

https://www.savings.com.au/home-loans/1-1-million-households-now-under-mortgage-stress
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1.2 Renting 
 

The government has overseen the largest increase in rental rates since 2008. 

 

 

Australian Property Market | Home Prices Rent Prices Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Hobart | 

ManageCasa 

 

But the availability of rental properties across Australia has slumped over the past four years. 

 

Rents to skyrocket in 2021: Propertyology (savings.com.au) 

 

  

https://managecasa.com/articles/australia-housing-market/
https://managecasa.com/articles/australia-housing-market/
https://www.savings.com.au/home-loans/rents-to-skyrocket-in-2021-due-to-massive-undersupply-of-housing
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The result is that rental prices have increased in all metropolitan and regional centres. 

 

Rents to skyrocket in 2021: Propertyology (savings.com.au) 

 

The largest escalation in rents for many centres has occurred over 2020 and 2021. 

 

Australian Property Market | Home Prices Rent Prices Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Hobart | 

ManageCasa 

 

  

https://www.savings.com.au/home-loans/rents-to-skyrocket-in-2021-due-to-massive-undersupply-of-housing
https://managecasa.com/articles/australia-housing-market/
https://managecasa.com/articles/australia-housing-market/
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The result is that we have seen significant increases in renters who are experiencing moderate rental 

stress and a similar decrease in the numbers of renters not experiencing any rental stress. 

 

 

Source: ME Bank 

How much to spend on rent in Australia | Savings.com.au 

 

All of these factors have led Australia to be world-class at housing unaffordability, with five of the 

major capitals making it to the top-25 of most unaffordable cities. 

 

Vital Signs: to fix Australia's housing affordability crisis, negative gearing must go (unsw.edu.au) 

https://www.savings.com.au/savings-accounts/what-is-the-ideal-rent-to-income-ratio-savings-com-au
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2021/04/vital-signs--to-fix-australia-s-housing-affordability-crisis--ne
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1.3 Public Housing 
 

Over the term of this government, social housing stock has failed to keep pace with population 

growth. 

 

 

 

Waiting lists for public housing have also been increasing since 2016.  There has been a 54% increase in 

greatest need applicants on the waiting list over the past four years, from almost 38,000 people in 2016 

to over 58,000 people in 2020.  

 

 

Source: Productivity Commission, Report on Government Services 2021 
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Some analysts indicate that the numbers of those waiting for public housing is just the tip of the 

iceberg. The increase in rents and reduced wages may make many more households eligible for 

social housing.  

“If every household in Australia who met the eligibility criteria for 

social housing decided to apply, waiting lists across the country 

would increase by 312 per cent.”  

 

Martin Kennedy as reported in Why waiting lists don’t tell the full story on social housing demand - 

PBA (probonoaustralia.com.au) 

 

1.4 Homelessness 
 

Latest published census figures show a substantial increase in all but two homelessness categories 

between 2011 and 2016.  Latest figures on homelessness are due to be released from the 2021 

census in June 2022. 

 

 

 

Showing that all of these issues interrelate, the Special Homelessness Services Annual Report (2020-

21) shows the most common reason people sought assistance was due to fleeing family and 

domestic violence.  The government performance in this area will be addressed in the following 

section. 

 

https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2019/09/why-waiting-lists-dont-tell-the-full-story-on-social-housing-demand/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2019/09/why-waiting-lists-dont-tell-the-full-story-on-social-housing-demand/
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1.6 Housing Performance Summary 
 

In summary, here is an assessment of the Coalition government’s performance across the housing 

indicators for 2013-22.  It is a pity that the latest census data will not be released after the election to 

provide a clear indication as to whether there has been any improvement in these areas. 

 

Vision of Community 

Thriving 

Key Performance indicator(s) Overall performance 

2013-2022 

C1. Australians in stable and 

affordable housing   Home ownership   
Housing affordability  

Buying a home  
Mortgage stress  

Renting  
Rental stress  

Public housing waiting lists  

Homelessness  

 

 

This performance seems to reinforce the following statement by Alan Kohler: 

“There are nine ministers for housing in this country.  

What are they all doing?” Alan Kohler 
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1.7 Winners and Losers 
 

From this very high-level analysis, it could be argued that the following have been the winners and 

losers from the Coalition government policies over the last nine years: 

 

Winners Investors. Those who already own their own home and can use the equity to 

expand their wealth through investments .  In 2016 this represented 32% of 

the population. 

Losers Renters. Those who cannot afford to purchase a home and so must face 

increased rental competition and prices. These people may also be tipped into 

the category of those with insecure housing. In 2016 these people made up 

another 32% of the population. 

New Home Buyers. Those who have recently, or are looking to become 

homeowners, who due to exorbitant house prices must pay a greater 

proportion of their income on a mortgage. This makes them more vulnerable 

to increased interest rates to be experienced through inflation. This was 

approximately 35% of the population in 2016. 

Housing Insecurity. Those who are homeless or require support with public 

housing, who must join a growing queue waiting for shrinking resources. This 

was approximately 0.5% of the population in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 
i GNH HAPPINESS INDEX – GNH Centre Bhutan 

ii The Balanced Scorecard—Measures that Drive Performance (hbr.org) 

 

 

Winners - Outright 
home owners

32%

Loser - New Home 
Buyers

35%

Loser - Renters
32%

Loser - Housing 
insecurity 0.5%

WINNERS AND LOSERS 
HOUSING 2013-2022

https://www.gnhcentrebhutan.org/gnh-happiness-index/
https://hbr.org/1992/01/the-balanced-scorecard-measures-that-drive-performance-2
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Other Indicators Available In This Series 
 

In the community category, the additional performance indicators will be published. 

 

Vision of Community Thriving Key Performance Indicator(s) 

C1. Australians in stable and affordable 

housing   

• Home ownership  

• Housing affordability 

• Public housing waiting list 

• Homelessness 

C2. People free from violence in their 

homes and in their neighbourhoods 

• Crime rate - actual and perceived 

• Rate of domestic violence 

C3. Children would be nurtured and 

protected from harm 

• Rate of child sexual abuse 

• Rate of violence against children 

• Rate of youth detention 

• Children in out-of-home care 

C4. Neighbours would know and support 

each other 

• Knowing your neighbours 

• Rate of social support 

C5. Everyone would have food and water 

security 

• Food security 

• Water security 

C6. All citizens and visitors would feel 

welcome regardless of gender, race or 

religion.  

 

• Feeling part of the local community 

• Migration rates 

• Asylum seeker detention 

• Experienced discrimination 

C7. A high level of  engagement in civic life • Civic engagement 

C8. Active participation in helping the less 

fortunate for example, through donations 

and volunteering 

• Volunteering - unpaid voluntary work 

• Donation rates 

C9. Support provided for other countries 

and communities in trouble 

• Foreign aid spending 

C10. Care shown for our planet  • Land clearing 

• Carbon emissions 

• Uptake of renewable energy 

• Animal extinctions 

• Citizen faith that the climate crisis is being 

taken seriously 

 


